Multi Use Effort

Dan Horn

This fall, all the different user groups in Sonoma County came together in an

effort to help keep Annadel State Pa rk open and maintained in these troubled
times. Fund raising will always be the first item on the list, but maintai ning and
improving the trails system is something everyone can get involved in.  This project
is a prime example of the effort a community must take at a Local level to keep
these Parks open to the public.

Ken Wells with the Sonoma County Trails Council (S CTC) asked if North Bay Unit
BCHC (NBU) could help with some work in Annadel State Park. This was the
opportunity that Ken and | have been looking toward for years to bring Hikers,
Mountain Bikers and Equestrians together on a common goal. Trails !!

The project is to build a Trail Puncheon over a sensitive  winter marsh area up on
the Ridge T rail. The Ridge Trail gets

a lot of use and in the winter becomes

a real mess.




A Trail Puncheon is sort of like a bridge but low to the ground i a board walk some
might say.

= - .
<5 T Z
EHANMNEL ARETUATE
% Fou ExXPEcTED FLows

After getting the final ok from State Parks, we made up a materials list, sixty six
bags of concrete was the biggest load. Plus we had the form lumber and fourteen 5
gallon buckets of water.

We were able to stage all the

material s to haul in at Pig Flat, so that
made the trip in to wo rk site about a
1.5 miles or 1 hour round trip. A safe
pack string speed is about 3 miles per
hour.

On Sunday Oct. 9™, NBU folks
teamed up with SCTC folks at the
staging area Pig Flat. SCTC folks
shuttled in the materials from  the
nearest gate in small truck and NBU
folks rode in with pack stock.

W e brought in 4 pack horses and 4

pack mules plus riding stock.



First thing to go in was a pallet to

stack the concrete on so that it would
stay dry until work day. Billy being the
most experienced of my pack stock,
got all the odd loads of th e day. Pallet
on one side and box forms on the

other.

After a little hands on training of the
SCTC ground crewgng it
to get the rest of the stock loaded

with bags of concrete.

First round was 1 pallet, 2 box forms
and twenty six 60 Ib bags of concrete.




On the receiving end at work site, Ken and his crew did the unloading which really

speeded thingsupfor our pack crew. Wasndét | ong and
site for a second load . Round 2 was more form boxes, the balance of the concrete

and buckets of water.

While we were hauling in the materials, the  SCTC Crew at the work site end started
to do the prep work for forming the bases of the Puncheon.

By the days end, 5 trips in all, the forms, concrete and water were on site and
secure. The prep work was finished.
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Two Days prior to the October 15 ™ work day, Ken, Tim and | wentinto the work
site to set the forms

The 10/15 Saturday work crew did an
outstanding job pouring the concrete.




10 Volunteers rolled in wheel ba rrows
1.5 miles and worked 5 hours on site
hand mixing concrete.

They even put a little history in  the
finish work.

Another step closer




We really got lucky on the next phase,

omoving in the | umber «

local agencies had scheduled a training
day in the park and needed something
to practice on. We just happened to
have something handy.

With having to move a little over 2
tons of materials, this was the way to
do it.

Il hadndt done any
years than | want to admit, but some
lessons stick.

D o nthirik our stock could of got
things any closer.



While going in to pack out all the
rigging, our crew set the under frame
stringers.

Everything was now in place for the final work day to assemble the puncheon.

On Saturday November 5 ™, we had 42 volunteers from every user group there to
lend a hand. Coffee and donuts were provided by REI during a short orientation.

Skipping the coffee and donuts, the NBU crew was busy saddling horses and moving
the tools into the work site.




Wasndt | ong before the tools were spread and th

Getting the
lumber in
place

Bolting it down

Even some house keeping

While the assembly crew was busy, the trail crew set to work  realigning the trail to
the ends of the puncheon.




It was time to give it a load test

Thanks to all the Volunteers

From

Sonoma County Trails Council

North Bay Unit of Backcountry Horsemen

and

The REI girls that provide lunch for the group

Materials Expense Labor Value

Home Depot $32.33 (screws, drill bit)
A $90.15 (straps, dig. level)
A $223.77 (concrete)
Bataeff$48.60 (5-gal buckets, lids)
Burges$1,602.17 (lumber, screws)

Friedmans  $73.66 (plastic tarp,
misc.)

Total cost $2,070.68

Labor Value is using the National Forest Service Standards Guide




